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Left to right; Michael Engard, Owner / Andrew Hall, Technician / Rick Brodeur, Service §gariaBill Dittrich, Service
Team Coordinator / Chris Williams, Building Maintenance / Dorian Cuatdsibricator / Matt Slifer, Restoration Tea
Coordinator / Matt DelRoss, Fabricator / Dave Hutchison, Operations ManBgent Fox, Technician / Craig Bentley
Technician / Joel Keefer, Technician / not present; Jim Rineheius, Ranager
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Ragtops & Roadsters Evaluation Program

When the time comes for you to restore a Britisexantic car,
you’ll want to know what repairs the car may ndedgtops &
Roadsters can perform an ‘Evaluation’ before aorasibn to help
our clients understand what their car needs te@paired or restored.

This is a successful program that we have develaped our
many years of experience. Once the car arrivearagloop, the
evaluation starts with an eleven page check ligechnician will
devote five or more hours checking over the emi@e Using this list
he works his way through the car, evaluating egstem. If
necessary we will connect a remote fuel systemamng battery in
an effort to get the engine running. A compressash will be
completed. If the car has functioning brakes, wkdsive the car to
evaluate the drive train. If additional work is végd to run the
engine or drive the car we will seek your apprdyefbre proceeding.

Items that need repair or corrective action willnogéed.
Sometimes we find previous repairs that were naedwoperly, and
these too are indicated. Non-original parts orishess are described
and safety issues are checked.

After each system of the car is inspected, theuaw@in report
IS given to our Service Manager, Rick Brodeur,reriew. From the
initial inspection Rick, grouping work by type apdority, develops
a Guidelines Document. Safety and reliability iteams usually
Group One. Cosmetic work, paint, interior and tdam be arranged
to suit your priorities. The fee for the Evaluatisr$500.00 and the
Guidelines Document is free.

Once you receive the Guidelines Document, you
will work with the Service Manager, to set the
direction for the repairs or restoration that will
bring your dream to life.

We also offer a ‘Pre-Purchase Inspection’. Before
you buy that special car, consider investing in a
few hours for an expert to look over the
automobile with an impartial eye to help bring
perspective to a future project, aiding with
negotiations as well as providing some guidance
towards any repairs needed.



SPECIAL CARS for
SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Here at Ragtops & Roadsters we often get
calls about providing a special car for a special
occasion; weddings, graduations, advertising
photo shoots, TV commercials, and even
movies.

You may have a special car that you'd like
to see on the silver screen with your favorite
actor driving it. Or, perhaps you'd like to offer t
highlight an important day for someone by chauffegir
them on their wedding day.

Many of you probably know Bruce Rutherford due to
his involvement in the Heart of Bucks Auto Show. He
also operates a service, which supplies
antique, classic and custom cars to production emes
and ad agencies for use in movies, magazines and
catalogs. Couples that would like to enjoy a classar,
instead of a limousine, for their wedding, oftetl ban.

has collected a portfolio of automobiles that
are available for use. Or, if you'd like to learmm about
having your car listed in the portfolio, you can
contact Brucet <automagic@netcarrier.com> or call
him at 215-340-7937.

Once, on a test drive in a pre-war Rolls-Roycgas
approached by a wedding party at a local park vakea
if they could take pictures with the car. The oppoity
to do something special for this couple was preeléf
you'd like to do something out of the ordinary witbur
car, contact . Your car may end up in a wedding

photo album or at the Academy Awards!
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The Year in the Rearview MIrror vy bave Hutchison

In January, as we have done for the past couple of
years, we supported the Eastern US Concours display at
the 2006 Philadelphia International Auto Show. Our
contribution; a Series 11l Jaguar OTS, a MK 11l Austin
Healey and a rough Triumph TR 2! Several hundred
people hopped in and out of the 1954 TR 2 and shared
many tales of owning, driving, selling, and “wished they
never sold the car”. Soon after that, in late February, we
attended the Atlantic City Classic Car Auction. While not
the caliber of a Barrett/Jackson event there were some
very good deals to be found. We had an MG-TC on display
in the vendor area which supports the auction with a lot of
vintage car products and services.

As spring arrived we hosted several events. First, a
spring tune-up session for the Delaware Valley Triumph
Club followed by the 6™ Annual Spring Cecil Kimber Run. It
rained hard for the Triumph event and still six hearty souls
drove their collector cars into the shop to learn some of our
trade secrets! They were rewarded with a Castrol fender
covers. On May 13 some 30 British Car Drivers (mostly
MG) traveled the back roads of Hunterdon and Bucks
County to meet at our shop. On display was John Wright's
very rare 1937 P-Type Lester MG. The very next weekend
we held our Annual Open House. On display that day was
a very rare (1 of 2) 1937 Aston Martin Lemans Special that
was again shown at the Brits are Back show at Hope
Lodge the following weekend.

As summer came we brought our 1935 Morris 10/4
out to the “British Invade Gettysburg”. Now in driving
condition, it's likeness was on the commemorative Dash
Plague as it was the featured car of the show! The former
owners who imported this motorcar from the UK were once
again reunited with “Molly” as they knew her. They were
very pleased to see her on the road again. Later in July our
shop Manager, Rick Brodeur, drove his MG Midget to the
Austin Healey Club “Conclave” in Camden, Maine with no
problems at all. On the other hand, yours truly can report
that flying to Dallas, Texas for the 2006 Vintage Triumph
National Convention posed no problems as well! | think
Rick may still have a stiff back!

August brought another mid-week shop tour for the
LAMBDA Car Club International. They organized a driving
tour that ended at Ragtops& Roadsters. About 75 club
members arrived from their National Meet held in New
Hope. August also brought us the return of the New Hope
Auto Show. Still the two-day format, it was good to see this

famous local show on the calendar again! We planned to
go to Pebble Beach this year, but it was the same day as
the important ‘Perkasie Under the Stars’ car show, so we
had to cancel the trip to California.

The fall seemed longer this year as the leaves
continued to hang on. We again attended 8" Annual
Buckingham Concours and saw many of our British Car
Friends, That same weekend | entered the16™ Annual
British Invasion in Stowe Vt. Stowe is incredible in the fall
and | highly recommend this event if you get the chance. It
is well organized and we were lucky to have good weather
and also fortunate to win First Place Concours Triumph!
That always helps to make a good weekend.

October found us at this year's AACA Fall Meet in
Hershey, Pa. If you have never been there before it is
something to see. Miles of vendors and way too much to
see in one day. | highly recommend this event and
remember to go with a good pair of walking shoes! In late
October we traveled down to Spartansburg, South Carolina
to attend the EuroAuto Festival held at the BMW Assembly
Plant. This year’s featured marque was Triumph. Some
80 Triumphs showed to fill out a field of 500 plus cars. It's
a very well run event with a great location.

2007 has many good events on the horizon. Of
course, we plan to attend many of the local events. There
are some new ones as well. The New Hope Auto Show will
celebrate their 50" anniversary and they are hoping to
bring back to this year's show some of the show cars from
1957. We just received an invitation to show our Italia
2000 at Amelia Island in March! The Austin Healey Sports
and Touring club will celebrate “Encounter” and their 30"
anniversary in Parsippany NJ. And last but not least, The
Delaware Valley Triumph Club will also be celebrating their
30" anniversary by hosting the Vintage Triumph Register
2007 National Convention in Valley Forge, PA.

As you know we print a detailed calendar of events in
our spring newsletter. We are always looking for new
events to post. If you are involved in an event or would like
to submit for our calendar all we need is the name of the
event, location, and where to find more information on the
web. Please send information to info@ragtops.com

Have a Good Holiday Season, and
Drive it when you can....Happy Motoring, Dave

“The Supreme Court has ruled that we can’t havatiity
scene in Washington D.C. This wasn’t for any reli
reasons. They couldn’t find three wise men and@ivi’

—Jay Lend
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Like everyone these days, we at Ragtops & Roalster

are very concerned about the environment and tivege
that has been done in the past. In an effort tersgvsomg
of these changes we make an effort to recycle wieen
can. Through Perkasie’s community efforts we ate &b
recycle all of our paper and cardboard as welllassgand
plastic containers. We have arranged to have regiudk-
ups of old parts and scrap metal (steel, iron, alum,
copper, etc) that is salvaged and recycled. Ofsmwe
don’t dispose of any old parts without getting tiae
owner’s permission first. We also recycle all used
antifreeze, engine oil, and gear oil and brakelflui

Old batteries are returned to our supplier to be :
dismantled and old tires are ground up and re-usked. :
currently use a distilling method to clean and se-part$-
cleaning solvents. A licensed provider also deais ir-"
conditioning Freon. 20-year-old stale and smellyajae
Is disposed of as hazardous waste through a regulat
agency and dealt with properly.

We are sure that you can imagine the ever-inangasi
cost of dealing with the hazardous materials aasedi
with the auto repair business. We ask our clieritis \bs
that involve fluid changes (coolant, engine oibK®
fluid, gear oil, ATF, gasoline) to share in the tsosf
recycling or disposing of these products.

It sometimes seems that our efforts to stopraxdrse
the environmental damage has little effect on tbea)
problems that face us, but if we all do what we, can
together we can have a bigger effect and makearehl
long-lasting changes that will benefit us now adl a®
the generations to come in the future.

\U
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Rick Brodeur has been the Service Manager hdRagtops
almost since the beginning. As the business hasmgRick has
capably handled the increasing number of cliendsthair cars.
His efforts are a big part of why we are able toststently
provide a high level of customer service.

In an effort to maintain this same high standdrsleovice to
our clients in the future we are looking to hireaaiitional
Service Writer.

The applicant must be a motivated person withoeotigh
knowledge of automobile restoration and repairc@frse, if
your background is with British cars that couldabelus, but W]

would also be interested in someone with widerests. You
must be able to oversee many large, complex regiornaroject
while maintaining team productivity and morales Wery
important that you are able to understand and goageurate
information to our clients throughout the job.dtalso essential
that you are comfortable working with computerstuirel
promotion is available through sustained high pentince and
demonstrated leadership ability.

We have a complete benefits package and compengaiti
be based on demonstrated ability. If you'd likeli®cuss this
opportunity please contact Mike at 215.257.120&adke
arrangements to visit the shop and talk about fidture.

Saturday, May 19th

. On this day we invite all members of the British
. Car Community to visit us here in Perkasie.
On the same day the Perkasie Olde Towne
Association will again be presenting the

HOT RIBS / COOL JAZZestival event in
. the town centre. Barbecue ribs sampling and
several Jazz performers enliven the day.



I’'m sure that you all have been waiting
breathlessly for news of our Morris. There
are now an additional 1500 ‘makes-you-
smile’ miles on it. We've enjoyed using the
car for tours, parts runs, picking up
customers and family members. In July
2006 the car returned to it's previous home
in Gettysburg. It was featured on the dash
plaques and displayed prominently at the
Lancaster County MG Club event, “The
British Invade Gettysburg”.

This is a famous car deserving a good home witkrdghusiastic owner. We've
decided to sell the car to enable us to move otiterqrojects; the Triumph Italia
vintage racecar has been languishing for way toog!loMany people have
approached me when we've had the car out to asht dluying it...well, now’s your
chance!

Extensive work was done when we first got the @ée. rebuilt all the brakes,
cleaned out the fuel system and put new tires enctlr. We installed tube shocks
from a Triumph; TR-3 in the front and TR-6 in thear. We added blinking turn
signal lamps front and rear as well as a third fmgiunted brake light. We also
added lap-type seat belts for the front and reaiisse

Since | last wrote about the Morris in the FalD20dssue we have replaced the
tattered indoor-outdoor carpeting and fixed theeal's seat. The car comes with its

original registration number plates and

all the original documentation as well
as sales literature and shop manuals.
While the car runs and drives
wonderfully it is by no means a restored
car. In fact, it still needs a bit of work to
make it really solid. The car is worth
$5000, but the price is negotiable.

If you're interested,
Call Mike at 215-257-120%
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So is your old car an antique? Is it vintage or classic? Just v@ahdo
these words mean and what cars do they apply to?

NOW

2000

1990
Modern

1980

1970

1960

195¢

) Post war

1944

Pre-War
1930

1920 Vintage

1910

Brass

1900

1890 Veteran

Antique

Classic
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There aren’t any ‘official’ designations that aggeed on
by all, although whatever your insurance compangts/éo
call it may be the deciding factor. Here are somfndions
from various organizations.

NEW / MODERN - Any car newer than your oldest child.

ANTIQUE - The Antique Automobile Club of America
defines this as any car that is 25 years old oenlbrcars
that are now 25 years old (1982!) are antiques} dbas
that make me...a dinosaur? To save your digniéyteim
antique can be reserved for any car older thansgdfur

VINTAGE - formerly a term describing cars built between
1915 and 1925 but now used more broadly, espednally
England, to include cars manufactured between 3920
1942. See CLASSIC below.

CLASSIC - The car you wanted when you were in high
school but couldn’t afford. The Classic Car ClulAaferica
defines this (generally) as cars built between 182B48.

BRASS ERA/HORSELESS CARRIAGE - As the name
would suggest, these cars used brass for mospteoes.
Brass began to be phased out about 1913 in favackél,
which was eventually abandoned in favor of chrohte
Horseless Carriage Club of America refers to cails b
before 1915, as ‘Horseless Carriages’.

VETERAN - Cars older than "vintage". (But you knew
that!) The London to Brighton Veteran Car Run, Gimat

14 mph, is limited to cars built before 1905.

The chart doesn’t exactly match the text since there are no hard and fast definitions for these terms.



OSHA visits Ragtops & Roadsters!

Typically businesses dread a visit by the Occopali Safety & Health Administration.
Massive fines levied against the business for mBaant safety violations are the historical
perception of this agency’s work. When an OSHA espntative visited us recently, rather
than an inspection, he shared information thatpinagen to be very beneficial to everyone
employed at Ragtops.

We learned about the PA/OSHA Consultation Progaaimdiana University of
Pennsylvania. This is a free consultation servacesinaller businesses and is completely
separate from OSHA's inspection effort. The colasi#t perform a similar inspection, but no
citations are issued, nor are fines proposed.

The consultation program provides the chancericgraployer to learn about safety
hazards before an employee gets hurt. When theiltants visited Ragtops they helped us to
iIdentify and correct specific hazards, and alswipex guidance in establishing an effective
safety and health program and offered safety tmgiand education for the employees. The
largest number of OSHA violations involve recore&gimg and paperwork; a favorite topic of
government agencies. We were able to learn whanheaded to bring all of our records up to
date and into compliance.

The Occupational Safety & Health :
Administration is 35 years old. ~ :

: From www.osha.org;
If you operate or work in a small - e .
business and have interest in improvipt\;N OSHA's mission is to send every worker homg

worker safety and complying with the: hole and healthy every day. Since the agency-was

- . established in 1971, U.S. employment has doubled
ﬁ]gggﬁg%it;)%?tzm%gﬁ; ;%3/0 to§ from 56 million workers at 3.5 million worksites {o
dcsp/smalIbusiness/conéult henfbr 115 million workers at nearly 7 million sites.
information about the consdltation - At the same time, workplace fatalities have be¢n cu

service in your state. In Pennsylvania’ by 62 percent and occupatlonal injury and |Ilne§s
: rates have declined 40 percent.

go to www.hhs.iup.edu/sa/osha




RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

215-257-1202 « FAX 215-257-2688 « www.ragtops.comfe@ragtops.com

RAGTOPS & ROADSTERS 13TH ANNUAL
OPEN HOUSE
MAY 19, 2007 SATURDAY 9AM TO 4PM




