
INC. 

 

� � � � �� � � 	� � � � �� � � 	� � � � �� � � 	� � � � �� � � 	 ����
� � � �� � �� 	 	 
 ��� � 
�� �� � � �� � �� 	 	 
 ��� � 
�� �� � � �� � �� 	 	 
 ��� � 
�� �� � � �� � �� 	 	 
 ��� � 
�� � ������� � � � ���� � � � ���� � � � ���� � � � �� ��� ��� ��� ������

 WELCOME TO OUR FIRST ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER!  
 

 In the Fall Newsletter, we requested that you, our readers, tell us if you wanted 
to receive the newsletter as an e-mail or the traditional paper copy. Responses     
exceeded our expectations with e-mail versus paper split about 50-50. 

 In an effort to stay in touch with the British Car Community we are providing 
an additional opportunity for you to request to continue to receive ‘Shop Talk’ .  
Using the enclosed form on page 5, you will be able to subscribe to the new elec-
tronic version of the newsletter. We will continue to offer a printed version as well.  

    The ‘Shop Talk’  newsletter is filled with useful and entertaining information 
about our collector cars and the events that we participate in with them. Our annual 
“Calendar of Events” , a compilation of the many British Car Club shows and   
driving events, will still be featured every spring, along with technical articles, 
events coverage and special features. 
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Ragtops & Roadsters is happy to present our 12th Annual Open House 

Saturday, May 20th from 9am until 4pm. 
On this day we invite all members of the British Car Community to 

come and visit us here in Perkasie. We have many  interesting cars in the 
building for you to see. The street in front of the shop will be available 

for parking your special car while you visit.  
New for this year Perkasie Olde Towne Association will be presenting 
“HOT RIBS / COOL JAZZ” festival event in the town centre. 
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HOT RIBS / COOL JAZZ flyer 
on this page 
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  4/28-4/30    Mitty Vintage Races, Road Atlanta, GA www.roadatlanta.com 
5/5-5/7        Hershey Vintage Hillclimb, Hershey, PA  www.svvscc.org 
5/6              BRITFEST ‘06, Succasunna, NJ www.mgccnj.org 
5/6              The British are Coming!, Lewes, DE www.leweschamber.com 
5/7              Artistry in Motion, Lancaster, PA www.artistryinmotion.org 
5/7              14th Annual British Car Meet, Richmond, VA www.richmondtriumphregister.com 
5/7              Rhinebeck Car Show Rhinebeck, NY www.rhinebeckcarshow.com 
5/7              SCCA Sanctioned Road Rally “Get the Dust Off” , Kingsville MD www.mgsofbaltimore.com 
5/11-5/13    AMOC Aston Martin Concours, Lime Rock Park, CT www.amoc-na.org 
5/11-5/13    AACA Eastern National Meet, Viginia Beach, VA. www.aaca.org 
5/13       Sixth North American Cecil Kimber Run, Perkasie, PA www.mgdriversclub.com 
5/13            23nd Annual British Motorcar Day, Rome, GA www.atlantabritishmotorcarday.com 
5/13            Day at the Races, Philadelphia Park, Bensalem, PA www.rroc.org  
5/19-5/21    Out Of The Woodwork, TVR Carlisle, PA. www.tvrccna.org 
5/19-5/21    Carlisle Import Carlisle, PA www.carsatcarlisle.com 
5/20            Ragtops &  Roadsters Open House, Perkasie, PA www.ragtops.com 
5/21            15th Annual Auto Show, Princeton, NJ www.princetoncorridorrotary.org  
5/21            HCCP Brass in Bucks County, Doylestown, PA www.hcca.org 
5/21            Scarsdale Concours, Scarsdale, NY www.scarsdaleconcours.com 
5/27-6/4      British Car Week – Drive Your British Car Week! www.britishcarweek.org 
5/27            DVT The Brits are Back!, Ft.Washington, PA www.delvaltrs.org 
5/28            Hemmings Car Show, Lime Rock Park, CT www.hemmings.com 
 
6/2-6/3        Dare to be British!, Lime Rock Park, CT www.britsofthehudson.org 
6/3              DVJC Jaguar Concours “JONAT”, MT. Holly, NJ www.jcna.com 
6/3-6/4       Greenwich Concours, Greenwich, CT www.greenwichconcours.com 
6/2-6/4       18th Annual McHenry Highland Festival, McHenry, MD www.highlandfest.info 
6/4              SCCA Solo Autocross Boeing Helicopter Plant, Ridley Park, PA www.phillyscca.com 
6/4              Original British Car Day, Buckeystown, MD www.chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com 
6/4              British by the Sea, Waterford, CT www.ctmgclub.com 
6/4              Red Mill British Car Day, Clinton, NJ www.mgdriversclub.com 
6/4-6/9        New England 1000, Stowe, VT www.vintagerallies.com 
6/5              Motorcars Under the Stars, Philadelphia, PA www.ucpphila.org 
6/9-6/11      Gold Cup Historic Races, VIR, Alton, VA www.virclub.com 
6/10            Brits on the Bay, Norfolk, VA www.tidewatertriumphs.org 
6/11            13th Annual British Motorcar Gathering, Hellertown, PA www.keystonemg.com 
6/14-6/18    TRA National Meeting, Burr Oak State Park, OH www.triumphregister.com 
6/16-6/18    Eastern US Concours, Bethlehem, PA www.concourseast.org 
6/17             JTC Summer Slalom, Randolph, NJ www.jcna.com 
6/18             Eurocar Lorenzo State Park, Casenovia, NY www.mgcarclub.com/cny 
6/18-6/22    Austin Healey Conclave, Akron, OH www.austinhealeyconclave.com 
6/21-6/25    MG 2006 MG All Register MG Meet, Gatlinburg, TN www.mg2006.com 
6/23-6/25    Goodwood Festival of Speed Goodwood House, UK www.goodwood.co.uk 
6/23-6/26    Le bella Machina d’ Italia, Skytop, PA www.italiancarsatpocono.com 
6/24-7/8      Great Race 2006, departing Philadelphia to San Rafael, CA.  www.greatrace.com 
6/25            Jaguar Drivers Club Concours Show, Oyster Bay Long Island, NY www.jcna.com/clubs 
6/29-7/2      Mini Meet East, Frederick, MD  www.mme2006.com 
6/30-7/4      Morgan Car Club MOG-36, Shepherdstown, WV www.morgandc.com  
6/30             Shakespeare “As You Like It” , Center Valley, PA www.bcclv.com 

2006 Vintage Motorspor ts Events Calendar  
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BRITISH CAR WEEK IS MAY 27TH THROUGH JUNE 4 

7/7-7/9        Giants Despair 100th Anniversary! Hillclimb, Laurel Run, PA www.pahillclimb.org 
7/7-7/16      Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Pittsburgh, PA www.pittsburghvintagegrandprix.com 
7/9              British Invade Gettysburg, Gettysburg, PA www.lancomgclub.com 
7/15-7/16    Heart of Bucks, Doylestown, PA www.heartofbucks.com 
7/17            Rolls Royce Annual Meet, Oakbrook, IL www.rroc.org 
7/19-7/23    Vintage Triumph Register National, Irvine, TX www.vtr2006.com 
7/22            York County Concours, York, PA www.yorkheritage.org 
7/27/7/30    Summit 2006 AHCA, Camden, ME www.ahca-northeast.com 
7/29            Delaware Valley Jaguar Club Slalom, Concordville, PA www.jcna.com 
7/29            Brits By the Bay Pasadena, MD www.tracltd.org 
7/30            Positive Earth Drivers Club, Lakewood, NJ www.pedc.org 
  
8/4-8/6        Das Awkscht Fescht, Macungie, PA www.awkscht.com 
8/5               Pennypacker Mills British Car Day, Schwenksville, PA www.dvcmg.com 
8/6              Meadowbrook Concours, Troy, MI www.meadowbrookconcours.org 
8/9-8/12      Austin Healey Encounter 2006, Lionville, PA www.austin-healey-stc.org 
8/10-8/12    Roadster Factory Summer Party, Armagh, PA www.the-roadster-factory.com 
8/12-8/13    New Hope Auto Show, New Hope, PA  www.newhopeautoshow.com 
8/18-8/20    SVRA Vintage Grand Prix, Lexington, OH www.midohio.com 
8/19            Perkasie Under the Stars, Perkasie, PA www.perkasieoldetowne.org 
8/20            Pebble Beach Concours, Pebble Beach, CA www.pebblebeachconcours.net 
8/20            Vanderbilt Invitational Concours, Centerport, LI NY www.mgcars.org.uk/mgcclic 
8/27            Day on the Farm, DVC AACA, Worcester, PA www.aaca.org/dvraaca 
8/27            A Taste of Britain Polo Match, Rothsville, PA www.lancomgclub.com 
 
9/1-9/4        SVRA Rolex Vintage Festival, Lime Rock Park, CT www.limerock.com 
9/2              Duryea Days, Boyertown, PA www.boyertownmuseum.org 
9/8-9/10      SVRA Zippo Vintage Festival, Watkins Glen, NY www.grandprixfestival.com 
9/8-9/10      Radnor Hunt Concours, Edgemont, PA www.radnorconcours.org 
9/14-9/17    The British Invasion, Stowe, VT www.britishinvasion.com 
9/16-9/17    New York Concours, New York City, NY www.newyorkcityconcoursdelegance.com 
9/17            FALLFEST 06 Moss Motors, Dover, NJ www.mossmotors.com  
9/17            Buckingham Concours, Buckingham, PA www.buckinghamautoshow.org 
9/17            Hagley Antique Car Show, Wilmington, DE. www.hagley.lib.de.us 
9/24            Meeting of the Marques, Boiling Springs, PA www.svvscc.org 
9/30            MGs on the Rocks, Bel Aire, MD www.mgsofbaltimore.com 
9/30            Autumn Leaf British Car and Bike Show, Bethlehem, PA www.bcclv.com 
 
10/4-10/7    AACA Eastern National Meet, Hershey, PA www.aaca.org 
10/7             Tincum Polo Club British Car Festival Tinicum, PA www.tinicumpolo.org 
10/8             Hunt Country Classic, Middleburg, VA www.mgcarclubdc.com 
10/13-10/16 Lotus Owners Group LOG 26, Forth Worth, TX www.lotuscarclub.org 
10/14           British Car and Bike Show, Lahaska, PA www.phillymgclub.com 
 
11/5            Guy Fawkes Day! Milford, NJ www.shipinn.com  
11/2-11/5    Hilton Head Concours, Hilton Head, SC www.hhiconcours.com 
11/19          Before we Put’Em Away for the Winter, Bentley Drivers Club www.classiccarclub.org 

2006 Vintage Motorspor ts Events Calendar  
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Subscribe to Shop Talk by e-mail and you will be notified by e-mail when 
the each issue is available. We will e-mail you a link to direct you to the newsletter 
on our website. 
 
There are several easy ways for you to let us know that you would like to continue to receive 
the newsletter in the modern electronic version or in the original “vintage”  printed version. 
 
¨  Send an e-mail to <info@ragtops.com> Please include the information below so that we can 

update our database. 
¨  Fill out the form below and fax it to 215-257-2688 
¨  Fill out the form below, fold it, stamp it and drop it in the mail. 
¨  Call Dave at 215-257-1202 and give him the inofrmation over the phone. 
¨  Drive your British Car to Ragtops & Roadsters, tour the shop, see all the cars on display and 

the jobs in process and give us your information in person! 
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 � � � � � � � � � � � 
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NAME:_______________________________________________________ 

 
STREET ADDRESS:_____________________________________________ 

 
CITY:_________________________STATE:_______ZIP:_______________ 

 
DAYTIME OR CELL PHONE:_____________________________________ 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:_____________________________________________ 

 
  Please send newsletter as    e-mail     printed version 

 
COLLECTOR CARS:____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

IF YOU’VE ALREADY REPLIED TO THIS REQUEST IT IS 
NOT NECESSARY TO REPLY AGAIN. 
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PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

FOLD HERE 

FOLD HERE 

203 SOUTH FOURTH STREET 
PERKASIE, PA 18944 
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When people visit the shop we like to take them around and show them all the projects we are working on. 
Since you are not here in person (you’ re welcome anytime), we’d like to invite you to take this virtual tour. 
 
First in the tour is this 1959 AC Bristol. This car was restored in California, 
but due to engine concerns was never driven. The current owner purchased 
the car at the RM Auction at Pebble Beach last year and brought the car to us. 
We have sorted out the engine problem and proceeded to drive the car. It is a 
very pleasant car to drive, and, after we sort out the few remaining issues the 
owner will be able to enjoy it. 

 
Next we have a 1959 Series 1 Lotus Elite. This fiberglass car is unique in that it has no 
frame. Colin Chapman designed it so that the engine and front and rear suspensions attach 
directly to the fiberglass body of the car. We are doing a complete restoration for the long 
time New Jersey owner. 
 

This 1928 Rolls-Royce ‘New Phantom’  was restored over several years by two brothers. 
The Brewster bodied car came to us to have the final mechanical sorting taken care of. We 
discovered that the cast iron cylinder head was cracked. After the head was repaired we 
were able to drive the car around town successfully. Next it will need to have the interior 
refurbished and then it will be ready to show and enjoy. 

 
This 1971 Triumph Stag came to us from Virginia. We did a full concours restoration on 
it including; a rebuilt engine, rust repair, new paint, all new suspensions and driveline, 
new interior and top. We upgraded the cooling systems, as this is typically one of the 
problem areas on these cars. The owner has shown the car locally and has won a number 
of First Place awards since the car was completed last summer. 
 

This 1961 XK-150 Fixed Head Coupe is a real delight. The car is very original and be-
longs to the original owner’s son. It came in for some basic service and we made every 
effort to maintain that originality while making it ready for the owner to drive and enjoy. 
Look for this car on the road in the Harrisburg area this summer. 

 
We have worked on many Big Healeys including these two. The first is a 1963 Austin-
Healey 3000 Mk II. Its long-term owner was using this car regularly. We replaced the fi-
berglass rear fenders, repaired some rust damage and painted the car. It was featured at the 
Philadelphia Auto Show as part of the Eastern Concours display and has been invited to 
attend the Concours this summer. 
 

The second Austin-Healey featured here is a 1965 3000 Mk III. We completed and 
corrected the restoration work that was started several years ago in another shop. Last 
year we fitted a Quaife limited slip differential and a Toyota five-speed transmission. 
This gearbox transformed the car, making driving it a very pleasurable experience. It 
is in the shop now for some engine performance upgrades. We are rebuilding the en-
gine using an aluminum cylinder head from Denis Welch in England. We are also 
adding lightweight pistons, balanced and blueprinted crankshaft, lightened flywheel 
and performance camshaft. 

A VIRTUAL SHOP TOUR 
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(Continued from page 7) 

 
The 1927 Bugatti type 35 is a real gem; one of 373 built. The owner of this car collects 
sports cars and the Bugatti is a racecar. But in the 20’s the difference was that a sports 
car had fenders and lights when a racecar didn’ t. We have carefully fabricated front and 
rear fenders and brackets to the client’s expectations of how it would have been done by 
Ettore Bugatti himself. The car will be fitted with the fenders along with headlights and 
the owner will display the car in his extensive sports car collection. 

 
In 1971 TVR offered the 2500M model which was fitted with a Triumph TR-6 engine. We 
have installed a 3.4-liter GM V-6 engine along with a Tremco 5-speed gearbox for some 
well-deserved additional performance. This car was dyno-tested with 148 horsepower at 
the rear wheels! 

 
The original owner of this 1948 MG-TC has asked us to get the car out of it’s 11 year hiberna-
tion and prepare it for him and his wife. He is very knowledgeable about the car and has been 
following our progress closely. He was courting when he bought the car and the ladies who 
asked to have the top put up had few dates! 
 

This right-hand drive 1965 Jaguar E-type ‘Open Two Seater’  is a real favorite. This car 
was reputedly purchased by Peter Sellers and given to Britt Eckland as a gift. We have 
been servicing this car for 12 years.  
 

In 1968 Triumph sold the TR-5 at home, which was called the 
TR-250 in the United States. This fuel-injected, left hand drive TR-5 was purchased in 
Belgium and brought to the United States by the current owner. We are installing a com-
plete front and rear suspension and brake upgrade kit created by Revington TR in Eng-
land. Initial reports are that the suspension is firm but not harsh and is fully adjustable 
without lowering the ride height. 
 

No, this is NOT Dave’s Italia! This is 1960 Italia #122. We have done the body repairs 
and painted the car. The original frame was too severely rusted and the owner has pur-
chased a TR-3 frame, which we have modified to accept the Italia body. We are now fit-
ting the Revington TR suspension upgrades to this Triumph Italia for improved handling. 

 
This project is still at the very beginning, the fact-finding stage. The car is a 1937 Railton 
Fairmile 3-Position Coupe. This is 1 of about 35 cars imported into the United States. The 
light aluminum and steel English body is fitted to a powerful Hudson 8-cylinder chassis. 
The chassis has been restored by a Hudson expert and we will be restoring the body and 
assembling the car. Stop by the shop (or check on the website) to see the continuing pro-
gress of this fascinating vehicle. 

 
Our staff of exper ienced craftsmen are knowledgeable in mechanical, body repair , paint and up-

holstery, as well as per formance upgrades. We offer  maintenance, service and restoration ser-
vices for  all spor t, tour ing and racing Br itish Automobiles from 1900 to 2000. As dedicated en-

thusiasts we look forward to discussing your  plans for  your  special automobile. 
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